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The Shoal Creek Water-
shed is the largest urban 
watershed in Central 
Austin comprising 13 
square miles slicing North 
to South through the 
western edge of central 
Austin. The creek is 
approximately 11 miles 
in length and is highly 
stressed due to the urban 
activity and land devel-
opment within the water-
shed. 

This project is less about 
planning a physical 
future, but mapping the 
conditions and develop-
ing strategies that can 
better guide management 
actions from both a public 
and private perspective.

Vista is working with the 
Shoal Creek Conservancy  
on this ongoing project.

Shoal Creek Watershed 
Master Strategy

Part of the emerging strategy is 
the development of a “Shoal Creek 
Ownership Manual”

The light blue overlay represents 
the area of the previous Shoal 
Creek focused study

Shoal Creek History 
of Studies
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Vision 
L Shoal Creek connected to community n n
L Shoal Creek to succeed as a destination n n
L Shoal Creek as model of integrated urban and 
natural environments

n n n n

Design excellence n

Strategies
Multi-use trail for corridor movement n n

Trail interconnected to adjacent trails, streets, transit
n

Transit to link trail to community n
Creek crossings enhance creek and gracefully 
accommodate mobility

n n

trail will connect to adjacent uses and uses provide 
beneficial connections to creek corridor

n

L Shoal Creek will succeed as a place n
Improvements along L Shoal Creek will support 
wide variety of uses and activities

n n

L Shoal Creek valued as place of beauty, 
contemplation, gathering, interaction

n

Adjacent uses contribute to place-making by 
orientation to the creek

n n

L Shoal Creek continue to serve stormwater 
infrastructure and mobility 

n n

Improvements utilize sustainable principles to 
sustain natural character of creek

n

Improvements along L Shoal Creek take advantage 
and enhance conection to lake

n n

design to embrace opportunities for both natural 
and historic interpretation and education

n n n n

L Shoal Creek will embrace and acknowledge its 
urban context and provide natural counterpoint

n n

Transformation of L Shoal Creek accompanied by 
exploration to reduce flooding and mitigate impacts

n n

Design ExcellenceDesign and construction for 
longevity, durability, sustainability

n

physical improvements accompanied by strong 
commitment to maintenance, programming, public 
safety, and management

n n n n


